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DECLARATION AS TO LOSS OF LETTERS PATENT 
(37 C.F.R. § 1.178) 

I, Tim L. Kitchen, a patent attorney for Guidant Corporation (the parent of 
Advanced Cardiovascular Systems, Inc., Santa Clara, California, the assignee of the 
present patent), hereby declare that the original U.S. Patent No. 5,554,121, 
granted to Ainsworth et al. on September 10, 1996, has been either lost or 
destroyed, that I have made a diligent search for said original patent in all places 
where the same would probably be found, if existing, and that I have not been able 
to find it. 

I hereby declare that all statements made herein of my own knowledge are 
true and that all statements made on information and belief are believed to be true; 
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and further that these statements were made with the knowledge that willful false 
statements and the like so made are punishable by fine or imprisonment, or both, 
under section 1001 of Title 18 of the United States Code, and that such willful 
false statements may jeopardize the validity of the application or any patent issuing 
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thereon. 





Tim L, Kitchen 



